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Dear Parishioners, 

 

Each and every year we ask a great deal of each other as parishioners of Nativity.  We ask that 

we support each other in our common journey of faith.  We ask that we do this together in the 

many ways that we gather for liturgy and prayer. 

 

We ask each other to share a portion of our time and talent so that we can be faithful to our 

unique mission as Catholic parish here on the southeast side of Indianapolis.  We are able to do 

what we do because of the faithfulness of our parishioners. 

 

We ask each other to share in the responsibility of financially supporting our parish community.  

With our financial sacrifices we are able to sustain the work and ministry that God has given us 

to do.  We are grateful for each other’s generosity. 

 

And most importantly, we ask God to bless our parish of Nativity.  As we look back over this 

past year, we know that God has heard our prayer and blessed us abundantly.  Our Annual Stew-

ardship Report is our meager attempt to recognize God’s many blessings in our parish. 

     

This year’s Annual Stewardship Report is presented in a three-part format.  The first part is a 

Pastoral Review of the six areas of parish ministry:  Faith & Spiritual Formation; Nativity Catho-

lic School; Parish Life & Social Activities; Christian Community Service; Stewardship, and 

Youth Ministry.  This Pastoral Review section overviews the sharing of parishioners’ time and 

talent through our ministry programs.   

 

The second part of our Annual Stewardship Report is a Financial Report (Stewardship of Treas-

ure) for fiscal year 2011.  

 

The third part presents our Parish Pastoral Plan with our Goals for 2010 – 2015 & Objectives 

for 2011 - 2012.  This plan guides the overall work and ministry of our parish through six prima-

ry areas of ministry.  

 

As we review this year’s Annual Stewardship Report, let us do so in a spirit of gratitude to our 

God who has blessed us in so many good and wonderful ways.  And as we look to our future, 

may God continue to bless us with wisdom and faithfulness.   

 

                                                                With the peace of Christ, 

 

                                                                  Fr. Pat Doyle 



 

Pastoral Review 

 
Faith & Spiritual Formation Ministry 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 
 

 

Adult Programming 

 
¶ Christ Renews His Parish continues to provide a spiritual renewal for Nativity as 10 men and 

40 women participated in the Fall and Spring weekends. 

 

¶ Adult Daytime & Evening Scripture Study programs were offered with a total of 24 partici-

pants. 

¶ A 1st Saturday Men’s Scripture Group continued this year with 6 – 7 participants. 

¶ A Nativity Chapter of the Men of St. Joseph was formed during the past year, setting Tues-

day mornings as their meeting time. 

¶ 8 individuals participated in this year’s RCIA process and were received into the Catholic 

Church through the Sacraments of Initiation during the Easter Vigil. 

¶ Our Annual Parish Lenten Retreat was led by former St. Meinrad Archabbot Lambert Reilly 

with 150 participants on each of the three evening retreats. 

¶ Eucharistic Adoration was offered throughout the year on the 1st Sunday of the month from 

1:00 – 4:00 pm. 

¶ A special program entitled “Reconnecting With Our Catholic Faith” was offered on three 

consecutive Sunday evenings prior to Lent as a way of inviting parishioners back into full 

participation with their Catholic faith. 

¶ Natalie Helfrick led a book study opportunity for parishioners from March to May.  The book 

chosen for this discussion group was “My Life With The Saints”. 

¶ Our Liturgy Committee offered a Sunday evening Vesper Service on several Sunday eve-

nings of Lent with 40 – 50 participants. 



 

Youth/Children Programming 

 
¶ Our Sunday Morning Religious Education Program was offered to 160 children.  Monthly 

prayer services were planned by and led for the entire program by each class on a rotating 

basis.  Two mission programs were offered by Sr. Loretto of our AD Mission Office.  Our 6th 

graders travelled to St. Mary of the Woods during their time studying vocations.  Their trip 

was funded with assistance from our K of C Council.  Our 7th grade class conducted a food 

drive in November with more than 300 items delivered to the Franklin Township Civic 

League to be used for the Mary Meier Family Assistance Fund’s annual drive.  This fund was 

named for Mary Meier, a long-time Nativity parishioner, following her death.  

¶   59 children (58 families) participated in our sacramental preparation program for 1st Reconcil-

iation and 1st Eucharist. 

¶ 13 children, who missed receiving sacraments at the “usual” (or “earlier”) age, were prepared 

in small groups for and celebrated Baptism, Reconciliation, and/or Eucharist. 

¶ The Children’s Liturgy of the Word Program was offered from August through June during 

our Sunday morning Masses through the efforts of 18 volunteers.   

¶ Approximately 100 children attended the 2010 Vacation Bible School. 

Family Programming 

 
¶ The 6th Annual Blessing of the Animals was held on the Feast of St. 

Francis with 21 adults and children participating. 

 

 

¶ Our annual Advent Family Program was offered with a focus on the meaning of the Advent 

Wreath and Jesse Tree.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nativity Catholic School Ministry 
Pastoral Review: July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 

 
¶ This year’s theme was “Walking With Jesus”.  Students in each grade level used this theme 

as they ventured into the community for monthly service projects.  Materials, money, and 

service were donated to:  Coats for Kids, the Pencil Project, Weimaraner Rescue, crayon re-

cycling, St. Jude’s Hospital, Second Helpings, the Indiana Diabetes Youth Foundation, and 

others. 

¶ Nativity Catholic School completed the second year of working with Catholic School Man-

agement to develop and implement a strategic and comprehensive marketing plan.  Our first 

two issues of the Quarterly Newsletter were distributed to over 900 households.  A communi-

cation plan was established, and postcard campaign designed and a 

case statement written to be utilized in year three. 

¶ Nativity Catholic School held its first annual Walk-a-thon, which 

not only was enjoyed by the students but raised $22,088.  Our next 

walk-a-thon is scheduled for September 16, 2011.   

¶ The Parent/Faculty Organization held a flower sale, trash bag sales, 

two book fairs, logo sales, Santa Shop and Market Day.  Profits from these fundraisers were 

used to provide a Silly Safari Program, celebrate teacher appreciation week, supply class-

room materials, and sponsor a middle school dance and a movie day for the primary students.   

¶ Nativity educated 54 preschoolers and 285 students in grades K-8.  Twenty-six students grad-

uated from the eighth grade with 92% selecting a Catholic High School. 

¶ Use of four new Mimios turned our whiteboards into boards that interact with computers 

with just a touch on the whiteboard.  Students and teachers will benefit greatly from this ad-

dition. 

¶ Students participated in the Living Rosary, Living Stations, Recon-

ciliation, Progressive Prayer Service, Eucharistic Adoration and thirty-

six school liturgies. 

¶ Over twenty-seven press releases were written and sent to various 

publications.  Thirteen of these have been published in the Criterion, 

Southsider Voice, and/or the Franklin Township Informer. 

¶ Nativity Catholic School was named as one of Indianapolis’ Best Schools by 

Indianapolis Monthly in September 2010 



 

 

 

Parish Life & Social Activities Ministry 
Pastoral Review: July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 

 

¶ Our 5th annual Augustravaganza was held the last weekend in August.  Parishioners, rela-

tives, friends, and neighbors enjoyed food, rides, games, and fun!  The success of our annual 

parish festival is largely due to the volunteer spirit of Nativity.  Our festival committee does a 

wonderful job in organizing this much-anticipated parish event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ The annual Easter Egg Hunt was again offered this year.  Forty to fifty children hunted hun-

dreds of eggs filled with candy donated by parishioners.  The children enjoyed making a craft 

item and having their picture taken with the Easter Bunny. 

 

¶ The Easter Vigil reception was held after the Easter Vigil Mass for those who were received 

into our Church through the Sacraments of Initiation.  The committee also hosted a reception 

for Sr. Marie Grace Molloy as she moved back to St. Mary of the Woods for a new assign-

ment. 

 

¶ Nineteen funeral meals were served for families mourning a loss of a loved one. 

 

¶ Coffee and donuts were from September through May, providing an opportunity for parish-

ioners to socialize on Sunday morning. 

 

¶ This year our parish partnered with the Silver Flashes in offering eleven luncheons, several 

roads trips, monthly euchre games, bi-monthly bingo games, and a Christmas party. 

 

¶ A mini-retreat was offered for Older Adults during our annual retreat with Archabbot Lam-

bert Reilly. 

 

¶ Nativity’s Shepherding Program assisted in welcoming 60 new families (183 parishioners) to 

our parish community. 

 



   

Christian Community Service Ministry 
Pastoral Review: July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 

  

 

¶ On behalf of our parish, this commission supported the following service groups: St. Vincent 

de Paul, The Giving Tree, the Blood Drive Program, Pro Life activities, The Indiana Catholic 

Conference, The Missions Committee, Anna’s House and God's Bounty Food Pantry. 

 

¶ The St. Vincent de Paul chapter is financially supported by Nativity Parishioners. Addition-

ally, contributions were made to Blanket Sunday in October 2010. The May 13th drive 

brought in silverware, dinnerware and underwear. 

 

¶ God's Bounty Food Pantry opened in January 2011. Eight churches in  

      Franklin Township share the responsibility and work for this project.   

      The pantry is open each Thursday. 

 

¶ Anna's House ministry continued with a very successful Giving Tree project in December.  

Parishioners were generous with donations of hygiene and paper products. Our parishioners 

continue to financially support Anna’s House through contributions on the first weekend of 

each month. 

 

¶ The Breakfast Committee served up to 100 children per day on their assigned day during 

the summer of 2010.  Breakfasts were served at Anna's House. 

 

¶ The Indiana Catholic Action Network forwards legislative and world event updates to ap-

proximately 50 Nativity families.  Prayer, fasting and activism is encouraged that promotes a 

culture of life. 

 

¶ The Pro Life committee donated $660 through the sale of roses and twenty-five people par-

ticipated in the Life Chain.  The Pro-Life rally on January 22 was successful. 

 

¶ The Missions Committee hosted a Uganda Concert that earned about $4000.  The proceeds 

were donated to Sherry Meyer and her work in Uganda. Some parishioners participated in the 

Angels of the Heart project in the fall. 

 

¶ Blood Drives were held in September and March.  Over 100 units of blood were collected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stewardship Ministry 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 
 

¶  Commission members exhibited their own commitment to stewardship by providing over-

sight and direction for the financial and temporal needs of our parish. 
 

¶  This past year Nativity formed a Master Planning Committee to continue the process of de-

veloping a long range plan for the entire parish community.  With input from parishioners, 

the plan continues to be refined and will be presented to the Pastoral Council in the coming 

year for a recommendation for approval. 
 

¶ Our Finance Council has prepared a detailed financial report for FY 2011 which is included 

with this Annual Report.  This positive financial report shows that Sunday/Holyday collec-

tions exceeded budget projections by nearly 5%.   
 

¶ Strong parishioner and community support for fundraising efforts throughout the year provid-

ed extraordinary income for parish capital needs.  Part of the proceeds from the Augustrava-

ganza, our Reverse Raffle, and our Legacy for our Mission Capital Campaign enabled us to 

pursue the following projects:  Final year of Notre Dame ECHO Program apprentice for Na-

tivity; Nativity Master Plan Assessment and Report, carpeting the Father Louis Gootee con-

ference room, and air conditioning in four classrooms. 
 

¶ The playground project team has completed two phases of the project to include:  installation 

and updates to play equipment; continued donations for a second paver walkway.  Trees have 

been strategically planted surrounding the playground.  Two Eagle Scout projects were com-

pleted.  One focused on a 20’ x 20’ covered pavilion for parishioner use, and one focused on 

a physical fitness obstacle course. 
 

¶ Parishioners also responded with their time and talent for a very successful parish work day 

and mulch day.  Projects included:  weeding & spreading mulch; replacing church ventilator 

cap, cleaning up storage areas, and many other useful and necessary chores which improved 

our facilities and grounds. 
 

¶ Our Stewardship Education Committee sponsored a third Financial Peace University program 

for parishioners. 
 

¶ The Athletic Committee’s main focus was to organize and oversee the overall sports program 

for the youth of Nativity.  Through the generosity of many coaches and volunteers, Nativity 

is able to offer a wide variety of CYO athletic opportunities for grade school and high school 

youth.  Athletic teams include:  football, basketball, kickball, volleyball, wrestling, track & 

field, cross country, soccer, and baseball.  Cheerleading is a popular program which supports 

many of the athletic teams. 
 

¶ Commission members remain grateful to Nativity parishioners for the continued evidence of 

their fidelity to our parish through the generous sharing of their time, talent, and treasure. 

 



Youth Commission 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 
 

Youth Ministry.    
 

High School.  Activities this year included:  once a month youth-ministered Masses, 

where teens served as choir, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, and ushers; the once a 

month What would Jesus Order? Traveling Bible Study; trips to St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 

and Warehouse; the Indiana Catholic Youth Conference in November (8 youth attended); the 

Junior High Youth Rally in January, for which 10 teens spent two months planning a break-out 

session; the Lenten H2O Project, led by 11 teens; and the Good Friday Passion Play (put on by 

24 youth).  Wendy Faunce and Katie Kramer received CYO Spirit of  Youth Awards in May, 

and Allison Kelly was accepted onto the Archdiocesan Youth Council for 2011-2012.  The An-

nual Car Show to benefit Youth Ministry will be held July 24, 2011.  Three teens will attend the 

Notre Dame Vision Program this summer.  We have 14 youth signed up to attend the National 

Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis in November. 
 

Junior High.  South Deanery Youth Ministry events for our 6th, 7th, and 8th graders this year in-

cluded a junior high youth rally held at Roncalli, Junior High Olympics at Our Lady of the 

Greenwood, Blacklight volleyball at St. Barnabas, Broomball hosted by Nativity at Perry Park, a 

Valentine’s Day party at Holy Name, Relay Riot hosted by Our Lady of the Greenwood and Na-

tivity, and a CYO Sports day at St. Jude, among others.  
 

Confirmation. 

This year 81 high   school teens at Nativity were confirmed Tuesday, May 24 at Ss. Peter and 

Paul Cathedral.  The teens met every other week beginning in September, alternating large group 

meetings at Nativity and small group meetings in catechists’ homes (there were 8 pairs of cate-

chists, each with an all-boy or all-girl group of approximately 10 youth). 
 

Vocation Committee.   

Projects this year included:  a spiritual bouquet for Fr. Pat in honor of Priesthood Sunday in Oc-

tober; vocation prayers were placed in the back of hymnals and recited after Masses the first 

Sunday of each month; bulletin prayers and Mass petitions were submitted weekly; Sr. Theresa 

Clare led religious education 6th graders and Nativity school 7th graders each on a spring visit to 

St. Mary of the Woods; prayer pledges were raised for vocations in conjunction with the Archdi-

ocese’s “Race for Vocations” during the 500 Mini Marathon; the weekend of June 4-5, 2011, in 

honor of the anniversary of their ordination, Fr. John Hollowell and Fr. Jeremy Gries will cele-

brate mass at Nativity and report on their first two years of priesthood; and the Knights of Co-

lumbus are providing scholarship money for our 3 youth who are attending ND Vision, a sum-

mer vocation conference at Notre Dame. 
 

Scouts (Boys).  

The Boy Scouts organization celebrated 101 years this year.  The boys have kept busy with 

cookouts, campouts, and service projects.  Boy Scout Sunday was in February, where boys were 

recognized at Masses.  The Blue & Gold Crossover ceremony to celebrate the Webelos becom-

ing Boy Scouts was also held in February.  Josh Armentrout received the rank of Eagle Scout 

this year, and several more boys are in the final stages of their Eagle projects. 



 

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Financial Report for the Fiscal Year

July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011

ACTUAL BUDGETED VARIANCE

ORDINARY INCOME

Sunday Collections 763,481.11           727,652.00           35,829.11            

Donations & Contributions 50,124.74             27,000.00             23,124.74            

Tuition & Fees 1,065,827.88        1,063,670.00        2,157.88              

Fundraising (net) 34,237.24             25,000.00             9,237.24              

School Lunch Program 68,510.85             62,000.00             6,510.85              

Rental & Other Income 11,767.65             15,000.00             (3,232.35)            

Total Ordinary Income 1,993,949.47        1,920,322.00        73,627.47            

ORDINARY EXPENSES

Salary Expense 947,408.85           959,792.00           (12,383.15)          

Benefit Expense 266,355.50           292,847.00           (26,491.50)          

Training & Education 1,054.00               1,450.00               (396.00)               

Administrative Expense 37,771.43             36,500.00             1,271.43              

Other Expense 7,090.26               6,200.00               890.26                 

Utility Expense 93,585.57             110,415.00           (16,829.43)          

Property & Facility Expense 179,279.68           167,610.00           11,669.68            

Spritual Life Expense 5,713.72               8,000.00               (2,286.28)            

Program & Instructional Expense 141,151.21           140,305.00           846.21                 

Assessments 211,923.43           212,203.00           (279.57)               

Total Ordinary Expenses 1,891,333.65        1,935,322.00        (43,988.35)          

INCOME>EXPENSES FROM OPERATIONS 102,615.82           (15,000.00)            117,615.82          

OTHER INCOME/EXPENSES

Interest Income 25,946.72             15,000.00             10,946.72            

Festival (net) 80,418.03             -                       80,418.03            

Capital Expenditures (85,030.02)            -                       (85,030.02)          

21,334.73             15,000.00             6,334.73              

RESTRICTED ITEMS

Restricted Income 209,024.75           -                       209,024.75          

Restricted Expense 206,326.44           -                       206,326.44          

Net Restricted Items 2,698.31               -                        2,698.31              

INCOME BEFORE EXTRAORDINARY ITEMS 126,648.86           -                        126,648.86          

EXTRAORDINARY INCOME/EXPENSE

LFOM  Receipts 9,146.95               -                       9,146.95              

Total Extraordinary Items 9,146.95               -                        9,146.95              

Out of Parish Collections 28,931.60             25,000.00             3,931.60              

Out of Parish Collections Remitted 28,931.60             25,000.00             3,931.60              

-                        -                        -                      

INCOME OVER EXPENSES 135,795.81           -                        135,795.81          

Note: Capital Expenditures is the "Festival Expense" Account.

proof: (from financials) 135,795.81           0 135,795.81          

agrees agrees agrees

to financials to financials



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Nativity Parish Statistics 

(As of June 30, 2011) 

 

 
Total Number of Parish Households (June 30, 2010) 

 
1064 

 
Total Number of Parishioners (June 30, 2010) 

 
3298 

 
Number of New Households (July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010) 

 
60 

 
Number of New Parishioners (July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010) 

 
183 

 
Adult Baptisms & Confirmations 

 
2 

 
Adult Professions of Faith & Confirmations 

 
8 

 
Young Adult Confirmations 

 
93 

 
Infant/Child Baptisms 

 
71 

 
First Reconciliations 

 
63 

 
First Communions 

 
63 

 
Catholic Marriages 

 
2 

 
Interfaith Marriages 

 
3 

 
Deaths 

 
20 


