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Dear Parishioners, 
 

For many years, Nativity has embraced stewardship as a way of living our faith.  
Stewardship invites us to recognize that all that we are and all that we have is God’s gift to 
us. We gratefully receive God’s blessings and we share those same blessings generously.  
Stewardship also requires that we be accountable for these gifts and blessings.  For that 
reason, we offer this Annual Stewardship Report. 

 
For the fourth consecutive year, this report enables us the opportunity to celebrate 

God’s blessings to us during the past year through the gifts of time, talent, and treasure that 
parishioners have shared with our community.   God continues to bless our parish in so 
many ways and as good stewards we recognize the need to be grateful.   

 
This year’s Annual Stewardship Report is once again presented in a three-part 

format.  The first part is a Pastoral Review of the six areas of parish ministry:  Faith & 
Spiritual Formation; Nativity Catholic School; Parish Life & Social Activities; Christian 
Community Service; Stewardship, and Youth Ministry.  This Pastoral Review section 
overviews the sharing of parishioners’ time and talent through our ministry programs.   

 
The second part of our Annual Stewardship Report is a Financial Report 

(Stewardship of Treasure) for fiscal year 2010.  
 
The third part presents our new Parish Pastoral Plan with our Goals for 2010 – 

2015 & Objectives for 2010 - 2011.  This new plan is the result of this past year’s planning 
efforts in which parishioners were invited to share their ideas and suggestions for our 
future.  This plan calls us to develop a Facilities Master Plan during the coming year.  This 
Facilities Master Plan will enable us to make clear and good decisions about our facilities, 
especially of Church and Office Building, and how we might best use them in our future. 

 
As we review this year’s Annual Stewardship Report, let us do so in a spirit of 

gratitude to our God who has blessed us in so many good and wonderful ways.  And as we 
look to our future, may God continue to bless us with wisdom and faithfulness.   
 

                                                                                             With the peace of Christ, 
 
 

                                                                                               Fr. Pat Doyle 



 

Pastoral Review 

 
Faith & Spiritual Formation 

Ministry 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 
 

Adult Programming 
 Christ Renews His Parish continues to provide a spiritual renewal for Nativity as 11 

men and 31 women participated in the Fall and Spring weekends. 
 Adult Daytime & Evening Scripture Study programs were offered in the Fall, Advent, 

and Spring with a total of 53 participants. 

 A 1st Saturday Men’s Scripture Group was formed during the past year. 

 The M.O.M.S. Program was offered again this year at Nativity with 8 participants. 

 8 individuals participated in this year’s RCIA process and were received into the 

Catholic Church through the Sacraments of Initiation during the Easter Vigil. 

 Our Annual Parish Lenten Retreat was led by Fr. Noah Casey with 120 – 130 

participants on each of the three evening retreat. 

 Fr. Jim Farrell presented a special evening entitled “Meet Me at the Shack” with 78 

people attending. 

 

Youth/Children Programming 

 Our Sunday Morning Religious Education Program was offered to 146 children 

 66 children (63 families) participated in our sacramental preparation program for 

1st Reconciliation and 1st Eucharist. 

 The Children’s Liturgy of the Word Program was offered from August through June 

during our Sunday morning Masses.   

 106 children attended the 2009 Vacation Bible School. 

 

Family Programming 

 The 5th Annual Blessing of the Animals was held on the Feast of St. Francis with 35 

adults and children participating. 

 16 children attended the St. Nicholas Veggie Tales movie and crafts program and 12 

adults participated in the Unplug the Christmas Machine program.  

 



 

Nativity Catholic School Ministry 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 
 

 This year’s service theme was “Sharing the Treasure of God’s Word”.  Students in 

each grade level used this theme as they ventured into the community for monthly 

service projects. 

 Nativity Catholic School was invited and selected to participate in an archdiocesan 

sponsored Long Range Planning Committee.  Thirteen members were assembled 

and committed to undertaking this four year commitment.  This committee updated 

the school’s vision, mission, and “Grad at Grad” statements.  Goals in ten areas were 

established for the four year cycle.  

 The school’s annual fundraiser, the Raffle Calendar, sold 1,029 calendars for a profit 

of $10,195.  The school’s fundraiser for the 2010-11 school year will be a walk-a-

thon to be held in October.   

 The Nativity Literacy Center sponsored a Barnes and Noble Family Fun Day.  This 

event generated over $1,300 in books for the new literacy center. All books are 

coded and students began using their electronic school library cards.  The library 

received another $25,000 gift, and further improvements are being made over the 

summer (painting, carpet, netbooks, circulation desk, and an increase in the library 

book collections). 

 The Parent/Faculty Organization provided a Silly Safari Program and a Marionette 

Performance.  A middle school dance was organized and enjoyed by the 61 students 

who attended.  Profits from Santa’s Shop, Trash bag sales, Market Day, Logo and 

Flower sales netted over $8400 for the PFO. 

  A new outdoor school sign was designed and installed offering better visibility. 

Indoor signs were purchased and will be installed in the school building for each 

room to better guide people through the school building. 

 The Enrollment/Marketing Committee continues to flourish and grow in 

effectiveness.  A few of the undertakings have been:  Designed, created, order new 

class t-shirts for all students,  created and mailed “Celebrate Christmas with Nativity 

Catholic School” invitation for holiday activities at school, created new yard signs for 

“Now Enrolling” – adding “School of Choice” theme, and published “Now Enrolling” 

newspaper ads in three newspapers. 

 Nativity educated 43 preschoolers and 275 students in grades K-8.  Twenty-four 

students graduated from the eighth grade. 



 Nativity Catholic School students continue to excel on their IStep scores.  Using the 

Indiana Growth Model, we have earned a “Higher Growth, Higher Achievement” 

status in Language Arts and Mathematics. 

 

 

Parish Life & Social Activities 
Ministry 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 

 
  Our 4th annual Augustravaganza was held the last weekend in August.  Parishioners, 

relatives, friends, and neighbors enjoyed food, rides, games, and fun!  The success of 
our annual parish festival is largely due to the volunteer spirit of Nativity.  Our 
festival committee does a wonderful job in organizing this much-anticipated parish 
event. 

 The annual Easter Egg Hunt was held on April 4.  Forty to fifty children hunted 
hundreds of eggs filled with candy donated by parishioners.  The children enjoyed 
making a craft item and having their picture taken with the Easter Bunny. 

 The Easter Vigil reception was held after the Easter Vigil Mass for those who were 
received into our Church through the Sacraments of Initiation.  Punch, cake, and 
snacks were served to welcome individuals into our parish community as new 
Catholics. 

 Seventeen funeral meals were served for those mourning a loss of a loved one who 
Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated in our Church. 

 Coffee and donuts were served once a month for 10 months, providing  an 
opportunity for parishioners to socialize on Sunday morning. 

   
 

Community Christian Service 
Ministry 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 
 

 
 On behalf or our parish, this commission supported the following service groups: St. 

Vincent de Paul, The Giving Tree, the Blood Drive Program, Pro Life activities, The 
Indiana Catholic Conference, The Missions Committee and Anna’s House. 

 In addition to financially supporting SVdP throughout the year, the Parish made a 
monetary donation to the National Office for relief in Haiti.  Along with St. Mark’s 
Parish, we also assisted families who are living in a Holiday Inn.  These are families 
who have lost their jobs and homes. 



 Anna’s House ministry continued with a very successful Giving Tree project in 
December.  Parishioners were very generous with donations of underwear and 
toiletries.  The summer breakfast club for children was held. 

 Our parishioners continue to financially support Anna’s House through 
contributions on the first weekend of each month. 

 The Indiana Catholic Action Network sends email alerts to Nativity parishioners.  
Parishioners are alerted to the work of government officials; especially in regards to 
legislation concerning Right to Life issues. 

 The Pro Life committee hosted a successful “Spiritual Adoption” program.  About 
350 people took prayer cards.  A Baby shower was held on Mother’s Day. 

 The Missions Committee worked on two houses in Martinsville. Drywall was 
repaired and subfloors installed.  Owners were able to return to their homes a few 
weeks later. 

 Blood Drives are held in the September and March.  The March drive collected 70 
units of blood. 
 

 

 

Stewardship Ministry 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 

 
 

 Commission members exhibited their own commitment to stewardship by 
providing oversight and direction for the financial and temporal needs of our parish. 

 
 Our Finance Council has prepared a detailed financial report for FY 2010 which is 

included with this Annual Report.  This positive financial report shows that 
Sunday/Holyday collections exceeded budget projections by nearly 4%.   

 
 Strong parishioner and community support for fundraising efforts throughout the 

year provided extraordinary income for parish capital needs.  Part of the proceeds 
from the Augustravaganza, our Reverse Raffle, and our Legacy for our Mission 
Capital Campaign enabled us to pursue the following projects:  repaving and 
expansion of our parking lots; installation of lighting for our parking lots; partial 
funding for the playground project; funding for completion of our Church lighting 
project, providing funds for another 2 year Notre Dame ECHO Program intern for 
Nativity, etc. 
 

 The playground project team has completed two phases of the project to include:  
installation of various play equipment, framing the playground with landscaping 
timbers, and addition of benches, and pea gravel within the playground; donations 
for a paver walkway and trees have been secured and will be completed during 



2010.  An Eagle Scout project was approved to build a 20’ x 20’ covered pavilion for 
parishioner use.  This is scheduled to be completed before the 2010 
Augustravaganza. 

 
 Parishioners also responded generously with their time and talent for a very 

successful parish work day.  Projects included:  weeding & spreading mulch; 
painting, cleaning Church windows; replacing ceiling tiles; trimming trees and 
shrubs; gutter repair, and many other useful and necessary chores which improved 
our facilities and grounds. 

 
 Our Stewardship Education Committee sponsored a second Financial Peace 

University program for parishioners; successfully implemented the Terra Cycle 
recycling program for Capri Sun pouches in the school and looks forward to 
implementing additional projects to stress that Stewardship includes proper 
management of our environmental resources both within the Parish, our 
community, and homes. 

 
 The Athletic Committee’s main focus was to organize and oversee the overall sports 

program for the youth of Nativity.  Through the generosity of many coaches and 
volunteers, Nativity is able to offer a wide variety of CYO athletic opportunities for 
grade school and high school youth.  Athletic teams include:  football, basketball, 
kickball, volleyball, wrestling, track & field, cross country, soccer, and baseball.  
Cheerleading is a popular program which supports many of the athletic teams. 

 
 Commission members remain grateful to Nativity parishioners for the continued 

evidence of their fidelity to our parish through the generous sharing of their time, 
talent, and treasure. 

 
 
 
 
 

Youth Commission 

Pastoral Review: July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 
 

 
 Focus this year for High Schoolers has been on liturgy, community and service.   

 

 LITURGY:  A once-a-month, youth-ministered mass was begun with high school 

students offering musical accompaniment to our Youth Choir, others serving as 

ushers, lectors and Eucharistic Ministers. 

 COMMUNITY:  Youth-ministered masses were followed by lunch/snacks, a 

social/games or work on a service project.  The 3rd Annual Classic Car Show was 



held in July 2009 with funds being raised to help send high school youth to NCYC in 

the Fall.   Two adult chaperones accompanied 3 of our high school youth to NCYC.  A 

group of high schoolers attended an Ice and a Pacer game. 

 SERVICE:  Youths worked at Anna’s House or the Lord’s Pantry and St. Vincent 

DePaul Distribution Center as well as planned a Lenten fund-raiser for the H20 

Project.  Over $2000 was raised toward drilling a well for a school in Africa.  In 

addition, a Poverty & Hunger Awareness Musical was held in March in Weilhammer 

Hall that was attended by parishioners as well as youth.  Twenty-five youth also 

participated in the Passion Play on Good Friday evening.   

 SPIRITUAL opportunities:  The Archdiocesan Consumed Retreat was promoted.  A 

Junior/Senior High School “Road Trip” Retreat was planned and held in October 

with several attending. 

 

 Jr. High youth participated in several events planned and hosted by South Deanery 
parishes.  Nativity hosted an ‘80’s Dance in April for all Jr. High students in the 
Deanery.  6th graders enjoyed Deanery events that included: an All Saints Party at 
Holy Name, an Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration at OLG, a Valentine’s Day 
Party/Service Project at Holy Name, ice skating at Perry Park and a CYO event at St. 
Jude. 
 

 Marketing to all youth was attempted via: 
Links to Jr. High and High School events on our Parish website 

A Facebook page was set up for Nativity Youth Ministry.  This is aimed at high 

schoolers and has 100+ “members”.  Events, links, etc. were posted regularly. 

Flyers for junior high youth and bulletin notes and personal invitations for both age 

groups were also used. 

“Table tents” were used at the January Reverse Raffle to advertise the High School 

group’s 4th Annual Classic Car Show in July 2010. 

 

 Vocations Committee: 
Encouraged participation in the Race for Vocations at the 500 Mini Marathon.  

Parishioner participation in prayer pledges was  

outstanding.  Several youth (and parishioners) also ran or walked in the event.  

Vocation Committee also attached a Prayer for Vocations to Church hymnals to 

encourage all to continue to pray for vocations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Nativity Parish Statistics 

(As of June 30, 2010) 
 
Total Number of Parish Households (June 30, 2010) 

 
1065 

 
Total Number of Parishioners (June 30, 2010) 

 
3459 

 
Number of New Households (July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010) 

 
75 

 
Number of New Parishioners (July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010) 

 
199 

 
Adult Baptisms & Confirmations 

 
4 

 
Adult Professions of Faith & Confirmations 

 
4 

 
Young Adult Confirmations 

 
0 

 
Infant/Child Baptisms 

 
50 

 
First Reconciliations 

 
68 

 
First Communions 

 
68 

 
Catholic Marriages 

 
6 

 
Interfaith Marriages 

 
3 

 
Deaths 

 
19 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


